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So, it’s Mother’s Day and our first worship service after parting ways with Shelly.  And 

the first thought I had when I saw this scripture passage was, oh my, that’s the text we 

read at my mother’s funeral!  Happy Mother’s Day.  UGH . . . When I told a friend I was 

preaching today she said, “Oh, I remember last year’s Mother’s Day sermon at my church 

– it was morbid.  I’m sure you’ll do better than that!”  Great . . . here we are nevertheless.  

Even though we were prepared to say good bye to Shelly, even though we knew this day 

would come and this was part of the plan all along, even though we are making exciting 

progress on our new church, even though, even though, even though, we still feel angry 

that she is not part of our next steps, ok, maybe not just angry, we also feel sad she won’t 

be here to preach in the new church, tell us her Iona stories, stop by after our surgeries, 

meet us at the coffee shop, the book group, or in her office with her many books 

surrounding her.  Even if we are in our heads and not feeling a thing because we are kind 

of numb, and are only thinking about what all this means, we just don’t really know what 

will happen from here.  Who will be our next pastor?  Where will we worship on 

Mother’s Day next year?  Who will be sitting in the pew next to us?  Will I even be 

there?!?  How in the world will we ever get there?!?   

 

And then, we remember, we have a plan, a planning committee, a group of people who 

continue to do the work of the church, some of us in this very room are part of those 

committees, the work has not changed because Shelly is not here, we DO have a plan, 

and a way to get there from here.  What is the way? You ask?  Hummm, you know the 

way . . .  

 

Jesus says to us, I am the way the truth and the life.  If we don’t believe these words, then 

believe in the works themselves.  Jesus Christ walked this earth, performed healing 

miracles where he touched people, laid hands on them, spoke words that touched people, 

he looked at people in their eyes, he deeply saw them and seeing them touched their 

hearts and healed their hearts.  He saw their true selves, looked into their souls, and saw 

GOOD, saw their TRUE selves, essence, and called out the truth of who they are and 

blessed them and healed them and they could go on their way having been touched and 

healed and blessed.  Jesus performed miracles everyday while he walked this earth.  His 

disciples saw him, were witnesses to his healing power, and eagerly followed him, and he 

taught them.  And yet, all four gospels portray them as kind of clueless, not getting what 

he was doing and what meant.  He spoke in parables that pointed to deep life lessons or 

something mysterious about God or himself and they looked at one another and 

wondered what the heck he meant. After his death they were afraid, huddled together in 

an upper room, and miracle of miracles, he joined them in their little huddle.  Told them 

he lives, he lives with them, will always be with them, and that’s not all.   

 

In verse 12 of our passage today, he told them  the one who believes in me will also do 

the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to 



GOD (the Father). 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me[e] for anything, I will do it. 

 

Richard Rohr, a Roman Catholic priest and founder of the Center for Action 

Contemplation, has been helping me put together my calling as a Christian, minister, and 

a newly licensed massage therapist through daily devotions I read on my sun porch in the 

mornings.  His daily devotions focus on the Cosmic Christ and more specifically Jesus 

Christ.  That we cannot have human Jesus without Divine Christ who was with God at 

the beginning of creation. He writes:  

 

Please do not think me a heretic, but it is formally and theologically incorrect to say 

“Jesus is God,” as most Christians glibly do and then need to “prove.” Jesus is instead a 

third something—the perfect union of “very God” with “very man.” For the truly 

orthodox Christian, the Trinity must be “God,” and Jesus can only be understood inside 

that Eternal Embrace. From within this loving relationship, the Christ came forth to draw 

us back (through the enfleshed Jesus) to where we all originally came from – “And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 

am, there you may be also. This is quite a different description of salvation—and, dare I 

say, the whole point! I wonder if “reincorporation” might not be a better word than 

salvation. 

 

Where I am you may be also.  Jesus bridged the GOD human gap as the Christ and calls 

us here and now to do the same.  To follow him eagerly, to touch people, to look deeply 

into their eyes and really see them, to call on his name and heal them.  the one who 

believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 

these, because I am going to GOD (the Father).   

 

I grew up believing that Jesus as the ONLY way, the ONLY truth, the ONLY life was the 

ONLY path to salvation.  Christianity was an exclusive club that you had to know the 

secret password, the only “truth” to be able to get in and stay in.  Others, non-believers, 

those of other religions, those poor unfortunate people in other countries, the OTHERS, 

whoever they are, did not have salvation and I should be one of the ones who would 

convince them to believe that Jesus is the only way, and if they would confess this truth, 

they could be saved too.  If I didn’t convince people I would be responsible for their 

eternal damnation . . . well that was just too much responsibility so I started looking for a 

better way to live and different construct of who or what Jesus really was.   

 

Jesus Christ showed us the way to live, the way to heal, gave us a powerful gift, LIFE, 

aliveness, Jesus Christ was a perfect bridge between universal healing, God’s love, God’s 

wisdom, God’s healing power, and taught us only to ask, and we can embody this bridge 

between god and humanity too.  Do these works he mentions and heal the world.  So, 

Jesus as the Way, the Truth, the Life, is not exclusionary at all.  As we follow the way, 

we are with Jesus Christ HERE and NOW.  We are all one.  After all, we are the United 

Church of Christ, “that they all may become one.”  Radical inclusion is our mission, not 

judgmental exclusion.   

 



Since I have been exploring embodiment of my faith as a massage therapist, touching 

people with this healing energy flowing through my body, I have experienced this 

healing, this aliveness, this energy healing me.  Blessing me, this body.  Jesus no longer 

is just a construct, Jesus is the Master healer.  He was the master of allowing God’s 

loving healing energy to flow through him to others.   He taught his disciples to do the 

same and as we all join them in following Jesus, we join our loving energy together and 

do “more powerful works than he.”  Jesus Christ has become more real than ever for me 

in my body and through my body, and I am so grateful!  Not only that, but the healing 

energy of my teachers is with me, and my first teachers, my mother and father, are with 

me. I know that my parents are fully one with God now, know me as God knows me, 

looks into my soul and sees GOOD, and today joins me for this healing ministry. Today, 

I am seeing my mother, not just as her human self, with all in her that was not healed, dis-

eased, but her whole self, her holy self, her one-with-God self, and thank her for joining 

me today.   

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God, believe also in me.” Jesus Christ, 

the perfect unity between God and humans, made the way for us, to join him in that 

perfect unity, in our bodies, in our hearts and souls, here and now.  2 In my Father’s 

house there are many dwelling places. There are many!  We are many, humans all over 

the world are many.  Wherever we go, there is God waiting for us, ready to join us and 

heal us, make us whole and holy, make us one, here and now . . . that where I am, there 

you may be also.”   

 

We know the way from here, after Shelly.  It is the way we have always been and will 

ever be.  We are always in need of healing, always in need of a bridge between God and 

ourselves.  Healing our bodies, our souls, healing and accepting God dwelling within us, 

our humanity, bridging our incompleteness, our dis-ease, making us whole and one with 

God.  I am not a perfect massage therapist, minister, Christian, person.  Not yet anyway.  

The more I practice, experience the flow of God’s wise energy in me and through me, 

going to where the person in front of me needs it most, the more real and beautiful this 

life becomes, the more alive I feel, more wise, more healthy, more of a disciple, a 

follower, a friend, lover, leader, I experience more of the whole person that I am 

becoming.  A process.  Here and now.  We are all invited to follow Jesus Christ, and we 

do know the Way. We humans don’t always follow the way but we know it.  We, this 

church, know the way from here and may God bless us as we follow it from here.      

 


